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Happy Summer and Happy Reading!!! 

 

Hello, Incoming Freshmen! 

I am sure you are feeling a mixture of excitement and fear about entering high school!  I am 

extremely excited to be a part of that journey with you.  The first thing I want you to do is find some time 

to relax and enjoy your summer.  Second, set aside a little time to read!  Below I have outlined the novel 

and task you will complete.  This is not meant to be stressful or overwhelming.  Instead, it is to set the 

foundation for class in September.  These tasks will mimic tasks we will complete throughout the year 

because understanding all facets of a character is imperative to understanding a piece of text (as well as 

what it means to be human!).  Best of luck and enjoy all that summer has to offer! 

~ Mrs. Mikolajczak - 9H 

 

Novel: A Tree Grows in Brooklyn (By: Betty Smith) 

Essential Question: How do outside influences and our personal struggles impact who we 

become? 

Your Reading Task: 

1. Double Entry Journal: Please complete the attached Double Entry Journal, citing quotations 

(include page number) throughout your selected novel that you believe respond to or provide 

insight regarding our Essential Question. Then, explain how the quotations you have selected 

connect with the Essential Question.  
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*All Reading Tasks will be due on the first day of school at the start of class. 

Print this out and submit paper copies.* 

 

Name: __________________________________________________ Book Title: ____________________________________________________________ 

Double Entry Journal: Summer Reading Task  
Essential Question: How do outside influences and our personal struggles impact who we become? 

Use this Double Entry Journal to track an answer to the above question while reading. Be sure to explain why the 
quotes you are choosing relate to this question. Please do not forget to include page numbers with your quotations. 

Quotation from the Text (that support the 
Essential Question) 

Explanation: Why is this significant? How does it tie 
into specific aspects of the story? (Think theme, 

characterization, etc.) 
1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. 
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5. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAMPLE Double Entry Journal 

Essential Question: How do outside influences and our personal struggles impact who we become? 

Quotation from the Text (that support the 
Essential Question) 

Explanation: Why is this significant? How does it tie 
into specific aspects of the story? (Think theme, 

characterization, etc.) 
1. “Happy Hunger Games! And may the odds be ever 
in your favor.” (page 19) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. “You don’t forget the face of the person who was 
your last hope.” (page 85) 
 
 
 
 
 
3. “I pull the sleeping bag up to his chin and kiss his 
forehead, not for the audience, but for me.” (page 
323) 
 
 
 
 
4.  I lift my hand to my mouth taking one last look at 
the world. The berries have just passed my lips 
when the trumpets begin to blare. The frantic voice 
of Claudius Templesmith shouts above them. "Stop! 
Stop! Ladies and gentlemen, I am pleased to present 
the victors of the 74th Hunger Games, Katniss 
Everdeen and Peeta Mellark! I give you - the tributes 
of District 12!” (page 344) 
 
5. “One more time? For the audience?" he says. His 
voice isn't angry. It's hollow, which is worse. Already 
the boy with the bread is slipping away from me. 

1. This first quotation demonstrates the outside influence 
that the Capital has on Katniss and all of the districts. 
While the people in the different districts dread the 
Hunger Games, the Capital views it as a source of 
entertainment and excitement. The districts do not have 
a choice but to be influenced by the cruel Games inflicted 
by Effie and the Capital. 
 
 
2. Again, the second quotation shows how individuals 
cannot always control who impacts them. When Katniss 
loses the sight of the person who represented her “last 
hope,” she is inadvertently influenced by that feeling of 
loneliness and desperation. 
 
 
3. Finally, we are able to see Katniss overcome her 
personal struggle of not wanting to become close with 
Peeta. She knows that the Hunger Games forces them to 
be torn apart, but regardless, Katniss decides that she 
will no longer let the Games impact her decisions. 
 
 
4. Ironically, once Katniss has decided to make her own 
decisions, she becomes the outside influence that forces 
the Capital into a corner. Now, she has shown an 
individual’s power over the Capital’s desires, which 
means they will surely target her in the future. 
 
 
 
 
5. Throughout the novel, Katniss is struggling to find 
herself and to remain strong throughout the Hunger 
Games. Though she lets Peeta see her vulnerable side, she 
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I take his hand, holding on tightly, preparing for the 
cameras, and dreading the moment when I will 
finally have to let go.” (page 374) 
 

is still uncertain of how she will ever be able to survive 
all that lies ahead. 

 

 


